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This is a special Edition of the SCIENTIFIC AMERIC A"" 

issued monthly. Each number contains about 32 large 
quarto pages, forming, practically, a large and splendid 
Magazine of Architecture, richly adorned with 
elegant plates and fine engravings; illustrating the most 
interesting examples of modern Architectural Construc
tion and allied subjects. 

A special feature is the presentation in each number of 
a variety of the latest and best plans for private residences, 
city and country, including those of very moderate cost 
as well as the more expensive. Drawings in perspective 
and in color are given, together with Floor Plans, Costs, 
etc. 

No other building paper contains so many plans and 
details regularly presented as the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. 

Hundreds of dwellings have already been erected on the 
various plans we have issued, and many others are in 
process of construction. 

All who contemplate building or improving homes, of 
erecting structures of any kind, have before them in this 
work an almost endless series of the latest and best 
examples from which to make selections, thus saving 
time and money. 

Many other subjects, including Sewerage, Piping, 
Lighting, Warming, Ventilating, Decorating, Laying Out 
of Grounds, etc., are illustrated. 

An extensive Compendium of Manufacturers' Announce
ments is also given, in which the most reliable and 
approved Building Materials, Goods, Machines,. Tools, 
and Appliances are described and illustrated, with 
addresses of the makers, etc. 

An Increase of Trade will necessarily accrue to 
all Manufacturers and Dealers whose establishments are 
conspicuously represented in this important edition of 
the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. Terms for advertising very 
moderate. A card of rates sent on application. 

Bound Volumes.-Two volumes are published 
annually. Volumes 1 to 24, which include all the numbers 
of this work from the commencement to December, 1897, 
may now be obtained at this office or from Booksellers 
and Newsdealers. Price, bound in paper, $2.00 per vol
ume. These volumes contain the plates and all the 
other interesting matter pertaining to the work They 
are of great permanent value. Forwarded to any 
address. 
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THE PLANTING OF PRIVATE GROUNDS. 

The study of ornamental private grounds in all parts of 
the country reveals a great sin of omission. This is 
the failure to cut out trees or shrubs which were always 
ill-placed or had been rendered detrimental or superfluous 
by years of growth and de,elopment. Everywhere we 
see country places, small ones especially, which, whether 
viewed from the inside or the outside, are less beautiful 
than they might be because their plantations are too 
crowded. " A house might be well draped and shaded," 
says Garden and Porest, " but it should not be concealed 
or smothered by foliage. Above all, charming outlooks 
ought not to be shut off, and a fine tree ought not to be 
hampered in its development by others less attractive. 
Shrubbery ought not to look like a rough thicket, nor 
should a place be so crowded as to look like a wilderness, 
for health, as well as beauty, demands that foliage should 
not be too dense in the neighborhood of a dwelling-house, 
so that in the month of August the owner of a country 
place. large or small, should look carefully at his trees 
and shrubs and decide whether or not some of them 
should be cut out." 

Corresponding to this sin of omitting to use the axe 
when it is required is the sin of commission, involved in 
planting excessive numbers of trees and shrubs. Even 
where large lawns are reserved, they are generally 
sprinkled over with isolated plants to such a degree that 
their true beauty is fatally impaired. Therefore, the 
owner of a place where planting is needed should care
fully consider, before he attempts to begin the season, just 
where be had best put in thick plantations, just how 
many-or, rather, how few-trees and groups of shrubs 
need to be set near his house and upon his lawn. It is 
impossible to lay down any general rule with regard to 
the desirable distribution of foliage in a small country 
place, as it differs from all this in the conformation of its 
ground, the character of the vegetation, outlook and 
the taste of its owner. One general precept may, how
ever, be laid down. Respect should be paid to the 
essential character of the countryside at large. If it is 
covered by trees of great size and beauty, your place will 
not look well if it seems to be a barren exception to the 
local rule of the luxuriant growth, and if it is a barren 
stretch of seashore, the place will not look well if thou
sands of dollars are spent in setting out thick rows of 
trees. But e,en this general rule of appropriateness to 
broad local conditions should not be pushed too far. In 
a thickly forested district, for example, broad open lawns 
would be peculiarly attractive as a relief to the eye 
satiated with dense woodland effects. Most people need 
to be carefully warned against planting too much than 
against planting too little. It is extraordinary to see the 
energy bestowed upon the creation of a wide lawn and 
then the equal energy displayed in ruining it with a 
clustered assemblage of freshly introduced plants. Every
thing which the spot naturally bore is cut down and 
grubbed up, and when at last the wide sheet of green is 
secured, it is forthwith broken up and dotted over with 
hundreds of garden trees or shrubs, to the great detri
ment of the general effect. 

NOVEL FEATURES IN OFFICE BUILDINGS. 

The days are just past when the agents of the great 
office buildings in New York have put forth their best 
efforts to secure tenant;;. On the first of May there were 
ready for occupancy in the lower business district ten 
new structures, varying from ten to twenty stories in 
height, and many other buildings are nearing comple
tion. The improved business outlook has warranted 
many firms and individuals in seeking more spacious 
quarters; but making all allowance for them, there still 
remains an enormous amount of floor space to be rented. 
To let this space is the problem which calls for the united 
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janitor service, it would appear to be an easy task to in
duce a tenant to desert an old tumble-down rookery for 
such conveniences, but it is not such an easy matter, for 
association is a strOl:g moving force. Tenants reply, 
when urged to make a move, "I have occupied my pres
ent office for thirty years. My clients know where to 
find me; my friends drop in here, so why should I 
move?" Others do not like the bustle of a high office 
building; some prefer the slow and supposedly safe 
ascent of a hydraulic elevator to the awful rapidity of an 
"express car," lifted by electricity, or by the high pres
sure hydraulic system. In the face of this competition 
the owners of old building frequently make some slight 
concession which satisfies the tenant for the time being. 
But there is, however, another class of tenants, namely, 
those who wish to go into office buildings possessed of 
all of the conveniences which only these new structures 
can afford. They also wish to get into palatial buildings 
where the luxuriously fitted up offices serve to impress 
the would-be investor. It is interesting to take a view 
of the new buildings,and see what is done to make them 
so desirable. 

Several of the buildings on lower Broadway make a 
point of advertising that elevator service can be had any 
time of the day or night, and elevators are often run on 
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Sundays and holidays. One feature which is particu-
1arly sought after in the new buildings, and for which 
everything is sacrificed, is light. Valuable renting 
space is thrown away to afford light wells and courts. 
Light is indeed a luxury which must be dearly paid for 
in these new buildings, but it is cheaper in the long run 
than wearing out the eyes with artificial illumination. 
In the last three years this subject has been treated with 
great success in the Bowling Green Building, the Empire 
Building, and others. 

In addition to the usual "modern improvements" in 
many of the buildings will be found the thermostatic 
control of steam heat, filtered ice water on every floor, 
mail chutes, cold air refrigerating plants, comfortable 
bathrooms, with porcelain tubs, public telephones in 
every hall, and safe deposit vaults. The entrances to 
many of the great office buildings are most imposing, 
and this feature alone frequently costs a fortune; it is 
generally considered, however, that it is money well 
spent. Certain types of business require a certain type 
of office building. The jewelry trade, which still hi,es 
so persistently in and about Maiden lane, has from 
time immemorial been housed in old and poorly equipped 
offices. Now, howe,er, two modern structures ha,e 
been built in this digtriet, specially designed for the 
jewelry trade. The heanest safes, such as jewelers use, 
are provided for, as the floors have been constructed to 
carry 300 pounds per square foot. Of course other 
tenants than jewelers are sought for and expected, but 
the location makes it particularly desirable for the mem
bers of this trade who are anxious to lcase their present 
buildings. The other structure intended for jewelers 
has a specially designed and equipped safe deposit ,ault. 
Many other examples might be given, showing with 
what care the sligbtest whim of the renter of the office 
buildings is humored. 

THE SIGNING OF BUILDINGS. 

It is occasionally the practiee in Paris for buildings to 
be inscribed with the architect's name, and Belgian 
architects ha,e now nearly all adopted the custom of in
scribing their names on buildings executed from their 
designs. The position selected for the name is usually 
at the right-hand corner of the main front. The letter
ing is, as a rule, small capitals, and arranged in such man
ner as to be unobtrusive, and so as not to look like an 
advertisement. The custom was first initiated by some 
of the younger members of the profession, and with in
creasing public interest in architectural matters there 
has actually been a demand on the part of the general 
public to have the name of the author of a design as 
easily seen as is the case with a painting or a piece of 
scul pture. Of course, some of the profession attempted 
to utilize the new experiment for advertising purposes, 
but these were rare exceptions, and the public is per
fectly well able to discriminate between the "signature" 
and an advertisement. An architect's name is rarely to 
be found on bad work, and in some cases where the work 
looks like that of a beginner the signature has been 
erased. A Belgian architect lately remarked that the 
"signing" should be compulsory for all architeets. The 
bad designer would then soon be weeded out, as public 
taste was sufficiently ad,anced in Belgium to recognize 
the architectural eyesore, and public opinion would be 
sufficiently strong to injure the business of the author of 
an architectural aberration. The system of "signing" 
buildings in Belgium to which we refer can be applied to 
advantage in the United States, and the results would 
undoubtedly be equally as good as in Belgium. 

• ••• • 

THE PUBLIC WEIGHING·HOUSE OF BRElIEN. 

Of the works of Liider von Bentheim which have 
come down to us, the public weighing-house is next in 
importance to the town hall of the city of Bremen. 
According to its inscription it was erected in 1587. As in 
many of the commercial cities of that time, the weigh
ing-house, built by order of the council, was chiefly used 
for the purpose of ascertaining the weight of dutiable 
goods. On the other hand, the council received consider
able money from the merchants of the city, who paid for 
the privilege of weighing their goods on the public scales. 
In order to erect a building in keeping with the character 
of the city, the first thought was naturally to build 
a structure of the utmost simplicity and usefulness. 
The interior of the weighing-house, architecturally con
sidered, presents nothing which is worth mentioning. 
The lower hall, over which there extends a massive 
balcony, formerly contained the scales. The next story 
probably contained the business quarters and assembly 
hall. This story, as well as those contained between the 
huge rafters of the roof, is now used for the purpose of 
storing merchandise. See illustration on page 91. 

The architecture of the building as viewed from the 
street is characterized chiefly by the horizontal cornices 
and the form of the gables, the arrangement of both 
clearly indicating the di,ision of the interior. The chief 
charm of the architecture of the building consists in the 
harmonious relation which the individual stories bear to 
one another and to the massive roof. The gables are 
characterized by the constant recurrence of the same 
idea, viz., coupled and fluted pilasters, with adjacent 
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